News

2.

Omaha Star - February 24, 1983 - page 16
February 24, 1983 | Omaha Star | Omaha, Nebraska | Page 16

I history, Lnfortunately ithe con-

_ Isinties have forced sohoo] systems

“fAmerivans be incheded in tex-

iliiraries and respursd centers to

Black Heritage Month Should

Have Meaning
By Eugene Skinner

Too olten Americans, black and
white, seem o take their ubique
heritege for grasted, Black
Amerigans bave a rich, enobling

tribctions of blacks have been
sysiemalically omitted from (he
basic textbooks in America's
schoots. The protests of the late

to demand from publishers that
the ¢eniributions of Black

thooks. The rasoll was & Super-
ficial treatment of the biock ox-
pericnce. One still has to resort to

get 2 mere in-depth treatment of
Blacks, usaally aglthored by Black
gehodars and a few Jewish
historians or zoeiai scientists.

A dirctiopary definilien

|

in history. Alex Hakey, in his epic
chronicke “Haots'" had ta resort to
oral agcounts and griets in Africa
to abtzitn much of his materigls.
There walld seem t¢ be a ferljle
field for writers and researchers
le wrile definilive’ articies and
bgoks on bizok history and black
Cublure i America.

It wouid sectn appropriate
in Black Herilage Month

of heritage simply stated
o T

LF o

“wholesome male Toie
rmodefs *

12 “something handed dewn {rom
co's ancestors of the past, as o
cultural, tradition. " This heritage
wiritld inglude '“the righty,
burdens, o staths resulting from
being hara in a eertain lime or
place

Hecause of the horrendous
obstacies thal blpgks have fae-
ed—slavery, appression, the per-
vasive cancer of racism. hlacks
should cherish their hotitage even
rrore, while knowledgeable whiles
should regpect and admire 3 pep-
ple who survived despite over-
whelming odds

Omahang, black and white
should be aware of and provd of
the Greal Plaing Black Museym.
focouse of the untiring. dedicated
efforts of Mr=. Bertha Calloway,
the OHnaha museutn is teeopnized
- a5 ome of the frmest of its kind i the !
matier. Thiz goclaimm has bBeend
earned despite that bocal corpora-
tions, foundations and mdividyals |
within the eity have not sean 061 Lo
penerate funds, support or visibili-
ty a5 has been afforded Joslyw
Museum, Western Herilage
Musewm, &t al.

Too ofteh we [@bl 4 tooognice
poapte, oflen " grasscppls persons,
who have served {imaha with
dediration and commiltment.
Omahans who have made z dif.
forgnne in, the e of ghifdren and
youth in the past are generaily
| unknown by residents ard the

volunteer worlk within the

ference in the develaptnent of

The youth subculture abways
mave youth leaters who influence
their peer for goed or bad, Two
such leaders in north Omaha's
ghette were Marty Thomas and
Travis Dixon. They spent
countless howrs, without pay, day
and night coaching talemted
youngsters in the fondamentals of
track, basketball, footbzl and
baseball. For their patience, com-
passton and the faith they instiled
inus, | woukd salute then.

Thege Men wWere un-
derernpioyed  Today thew would
be aeclaimed as autstanding
coaches in metro area sehools,

Travis DiXon was leaching
pirysicai cdocation at Howard
Kennedy. In 1339, he was in-
sightful and thoughtiul enough kg
write me in North Carglina. He
suggesied that |oapply for & job
traching in the Omaha Publie
Schoots. Al that point in hislery
blacks had nol been contracted to
teach in Omaha apd mosk
ideesiern LIRS abave the
Masan-Dixen Lina,

Cur heritage has been entiched
hecauce of the struggle,
perseverance and strength of
charaster of these “freedom
fighters' snd roany more |ike

.| them. Because dhey paid the price,
f many minorities have more op-

tizes both in Eovernment and tha

B private sector today.

Travizs Dixon. . doctilled
faith ip yownth threugh

commenity.

to pay fribute ta 2 fww exemplary
individuals who hawe made a dil-

youngsters im OQUr  COMMUHLLY,
Although the list 15 pol 25 com-

Wilcon, Wondeos Cemler:  May
Taylor, North Chrizd Child Center:
Giadys Ervin and Leis {roode,
North Branch YMCA who fater
became teachers in Wie Otnaha
Public Sohasis,

Scout Blasters in our gheile
were whotesome male roie models
for hundreds of my contem-
poraries. They, as the ipdividuals
cited abowe, helped woungsiers
devetop self respect, worthy geals
and & Yenye of our potential for
sebievement, While the lisy ig ook
all Eelesive, B weoubd include: 7'
P. (Pap) Mahazmiit; Dr. Crag
Morris {dentisti; Mr. Charles
Dickerson, 1 Diflard Crawford:
and Arthur MetCaw.

MeCaw exemplifies the tvpe of
role model who louched me and
many of my peers at 2 crucial
dmte ip gt lives, As 30 adoleseoent
at Teeh High who was counselied
¥ 2 coach o take Catirses in cook-
i, Mr. BlcCaw simply siated,
“Geme ¥on'Te EDIRE Lo cot-
lege” —and that was iff

be, MeCaw provided a lving ex-
ample of what he preached. He
overcame fmany ohstazoles to
achieve some lofty gosls Fram
the Couety Assessors Office, he
berame Nebragky's State Budger
Direclor--one of the first in
America  He later jdministered
fiscal programe in ¥ores afler the
Korean 'police actvon,”” He ended
a distinguished Eovernmentad
carekr in the patiom's capial as
Depuaty Administated Food and
Mutrition Servico in the U, &

Cuasa Black
History Month
Gelehration

Creighien University's  Afro-
American Stident Association wiil
be ending theit Black History
celebration with a tabent contest,
dinner, slide presentalion and a

ey prehensive as it should be, it wonld | community play beginning this
Arthur MeCaw . .. SCONE | include: Jobn Butler and Josh Gib. | week.
masters provideisn North Branch YMCA, Alice | OnFriday at 820 p.m. in the Up-

ey Brandeiz, the iakent eontesi
will begin. Prizes s#re $73 for first
placea, $50 for 2od pénce and £25 for
ird place. Immediately following
the contest will be the Black
History Month dam.

Maonday, February 26 there will
be a soul ford dinter and slide
praceniatinn in Upper Brandets,
immediately [ollowing in Walsh
Lacture Hall will be the Hightight
of the year's celebralion; the
otiginal cos!t {rom Lthe Center
Sage's production o Ain'y
Mishehavin = will perform live at
A0 o,

The public is Bvited for ali ae-
tivilies. For more infarmation call
TGS

trban Leagte Sponsors
Discussion Panel On
Major Issues Confronting

Black GCommunity

On Febroary 365, The Hrban
League of MNebraska, Ine. will
spepsor a Panel of elected officials
and agency representatives Their
ideas on majer issues confronlicg
the hisck commuonity will be
digrLssad.

The event will be held at QOIC,
222 Marth 260 Street, from 2.00
p.e arntil 4:80 p.m.

There wiil also be blzek art
exhibats,

The pubhic 1= rdied 10 <hpre in-
formation with members of the
comamunily and Yoice concerns,

agencies they served al this point ] Department of Agriculture,

CITATION (APA STYLE)
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